




















Poe ae ance 





THE 


HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 





NO. 11. 


VOL. II. NOVEMBER, 1828. 














SERMON. 


Epnesians, 1. 4.—4ccording as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy, and without blame be- 
Sore him in love. " 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 222.) 
II. I am to offer a number of reasons why the doctrine of election 
should be preached. 


1. One reason why this doctrine should be ‘Pidinly and ‘faithfully 
preached, is, the preachers of the gospel should be faithful to their 
trust. They are men commissioned and sent ott to declare the coun- 
sel of God. And they are hound by the most solemn ties to declare 
his whole counsel, so far as it is revealed. They aré bound to speak 
his words to the people, and to say, Thus saith the Lord, whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear. Hetice they must declare 
the character, the law and the purposes of God, as they are taught io 
his word. They must declare the Character, the offices and the work 
of Christ, as they are revealed. And they must declaré the charac- 
ter, the duty and prospects of men, as they are tauglit in the Holy 
Scriptures. We have no right to propose terms of salvation of our 
own invention, nor to alter the terms upon which salvation is offered in 
the gospel. If we do, we offend God, lead our hearers into error, 
and become guilty of the blood of souls. Great blessings are promis- 
ed to those who faithfully declare the whole counsel of God, And 
awful curses are denounced upon those who keep back any part of 
God’s counsel. It was a peculiar consolation to the apostle Paol, 
when parting with the church and elders at Ephesus, knowing that he 
should see them no more, in this world, to reflect that he Wiad declar- 
ed to them the whole counsel of God. His wotds were these: “T 
take you to record this day, that Iam pure from the blood of all men; 
for I have not shunned to declare unto you all the cotmsel of God.” 
Every preacher of the gospel, who feels that he is onl¥ a servant of 
Christ, who realizes his accountability, and expects, in a short’ time, 
to be called from his people to the bar of Christ, will wish to possess 
himself of this consolation, when the parting scene shall come, and to 
meet the applause of “ Well done, good‘and faithful servant.” If fi- 
delity in a preacher obliges him to declare the whole counsel of God, 
then he is obliged to preach the doctrine ofelection. For there isno 
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doctrine in the revealed will of God more fully or plainly taught. 
There is no doctrine oftener inculcated, or upon which more of the 
doctrines of the gospel rest. Indeed, take from the word of God the 
doctrine of election, and it is wholly uncertain whether Christ will 
have any seed to serve him, or whether one of the human race will 
be saved ; or, rather, it is certain they will not. 

2. Another reason why the doctrine of election should be preached, 
is, that people may have right ideas of this doctrine. Whether it be 
preached or not, if people read the Bible, they will find this doctrine, 
and they may run into hurtful errors concerning it. And itis certain 
that many have very erroneous ideas concerning this subject from 
some quarter dr other. 

Many think and say, that if persons are elected to salvation, it is 
no matter how they live, or what they do. But this opinion is right 
contrary to the scripture doctrine of election. The scriptures teach 
us that persons are not only chosen to salyation as the end, but to 
faith and holiness as the necessary means. It is written, “ Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord; and he that believeth not shall 
he damned.” When the purpose of God concerning the salvation of 
the elect is declared, particular care is taken to connect it with their 
faith and holiness in this life. Accordingly we read, “ As many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. Whom he did foreknow, he 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son. Whom he 
did predestinate, them he alsocalled. God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth.” These passages plainly teach us that all the chos- 
en of God must believe and be holy in this life. It must therefore be 
avery dangerous error to suppose that the elect will be saved, let 
them live and act asthey will. In vain do any expect to find, in the 
great decisive day, their names written in the Lamb’s book of life, un 
less they are created anew unto good works while here upon earth. 
Christ will be the author of salvation only to those who obey him. 

Equally erroneous, and perhaps equally dangerous, is the idea that 
election is only conditional. Many hold that God’s electing persons 
to salvation is nothing more than merely determining that all shall 
be saved, who believe in Christ and obey his commands: Or, in other 
words, that whenever any person believes he is then chosen to salva- 
thon. But thie is in direct opposition to the scripture doctrine of 
élection. That informs us that the elcct were chosen in Christ be- 
fore the foundation of the world. 


Besides, if none were chosen to salvation before they believod, 
then before saving faith, one sinner would be no more a chosen ves- 
sel of mercy, than another. But that Christ has a chosen people be- 
fore they believe, is expressly declared. “ Thy people shall be will- 
ing in the day of thy power. All that the Father giveth me shall 
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come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 
By these passages we are taught that Christ has people who are 
not yet his willing people; which could not be, if the elect were not 
chosen until they believe. We are taught that some are given to 
Christ, who have not yet come to him. It in also promised that they 
shall be made willing; that they shall come to Christ ; and that none 
of them shall be rejected. This election does not appear to be con- 
ditional. It does not appear like this, ifthey will come to Christ and 
abide in him, they shall be saved. It really seems-to be absolute. 
They shall be willing ; they shall come; they shall abide. 

Another error, into which many have fallem upon the subject of 
election, is their supposing that the foreknowledge of God, concern- 
ing the faith and good works of the elect, was the foundation of his 
choosing them to salvation. They admit that God from all eternity 
knew who of the human race would believe his word and obey his 
will. And they say, that in consequenee of this foreknowledge, he 
determined to give eternal life to those, and to no others. 

But this does net appear to be the Scripture doctrine of election. 
Though, in point of time, we should place the foreknowledge of God 
as far back as we do his decrees; yet inthe order of nature we must 
consider his decrees as antecedent to his foreknowledge. We can 
conceive of no way in which the future faith and good works of the 
elect could be known, only by God’s determining that they should be. 
And this is evidently what the Scriptures teach us. We are no- 
where told that God chose some to eternal life, because he foreknew 
that they would believe and become holy. But we are abundantly 
told, that he chose the elect and determined to make them holy by a 
divine operation upon their hearts. “Whom he did foreknow, he did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.” Their con- 
formity to Christ was en essential part of their predestination, and 
not the reason of their being predestinated. To the same purpose is 
our text. “ According as he hath chosen us in him before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love.” It does not say, because he foreknew that we should 
be holy ;. but, he hath chosen us that we might be holy. In the case 
of Esau and Jacob, works are expressly excluded. “ That the pur- 
pose of God according to election might stand, not of works.” Butif 
the foreknowledge of good works had been the ground of men’s be- 
ing chosen, why should care be taken to inform us that it is not of 
works, and that the choice was made before the subjects were born ? 

These are errors into which many have fallen on the subject of 
election. They are dangerous and hurtful errors, and have probably 
been fatal to many. It is hence important that this doctrine be 
preached, and set in a scriptural point of light. This is, that God, in 
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good works foreseen, chese a certain number of the human race as 
subjects of ‘his sovereign mercy, determining to make them holy in 
this world, and happy forever in the world to eome. 

3. This doctrine should be plainly preached, that objections to it 
may be answered. Many objections have been felt and made to this 
plain scripture doctrine. The doctrine, however, is generally mis- 
stated, and the objections made to the misstatement. 

Some have said, “That for God to take one and leave another, 
without any regard to personal merit, is not consistent with his im- 
partial justice.” But this objection has no weight against the scrip- 
ture doctrine of election. God, in electing some and not others, 
manifested his sovereignty, but neither his justice nor injustice. The 
heirs of salvation were chosen before the foundation ef the world, and 
consequently before they could be the objects either of justice or in 
justice. And if he looked forward to their state in this world, he fore- 
saw them dead in trespasses and sins. The salvation of the elect ia 
not a matter of justice, but of grace. Fallen men, whose damnation 
is just, might all of them have been left to perish without hope. And 
if God has seen fil to recover a part of them to holiness and happiness, 
and to leave the rest to impenitence and perdition, those who are left 
have no injustice done them any more than if all had been left to per- 
ish. They suffer only the just reward of their iniquities. 

It is also supposed by some, that the doctrive of personal election, 
which makes such an iafinite difference botween persons alike miser- 
able, and alike unworthy, is inconsistent with the goodness of God. 

But the same persons who make this objection, would not make it in 
other and similar cases. Should a judge, who had it in his power, 
and saw good reasons for it, pardon five of ten criminals, all of whom 
deserve to die; it is believed that none who did not fee! special self- 
interest in the case, would complain of the goodness of the judge. — 
Undoubtedly, God has good reasous why he makes these differences, 
and why he makes them just as he does. And we have no reason to 
doubt that his goodness will appear more glorious in saving @ part, than 
it would in saving the whole of the human race. Few complain of God’s 
bestowing the bounties of creation and previdence with a sovereign va- 
riety. But there is as much ground to complain of his goodness as 
being partial, because he makes distinctions in this world, as there is 
because he will make themin tne world tocome. In both cases he 
means to promote the greater beauty and happiness of the whole sys- 
tem, Although we cannot find out the Almighty unto perfection, yet 
from our limited view of the wisdom of his works and counsels, we 
have no reason to conclude, that in his most sovereign distinction 
there is not perfect impartiality of goodness, as well as of justice. 

It is moreover supposed that this doctrine has a tendency to en- 
eourage people in carelessness and sin. 
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But why any should form this opinion I am not able to conceive, 
For the scripture doctrine of election teaches them that the elect 
must be holy here, in order to be happy hereafter. Hence, if people 
have any concern about their future well being, they will be solicit- 
ous to make their calling and election sure, by a well ordered life 
and conversation. Some say that if they believed this doctrine, they 
would never do any thing more for their own salvation, nor for the sal- 
vation of others. But they must be deceived. Why should they think 
that a beliefof this doctrine would have so totally different an effect up- 
on them from what it does upon those who now believe it? Are those 
who believe in this doctrine the most dissolute creatures in the world ? 
Do they, as soon as they believe in this doctrine, cast off fear, and 
restrain prayer, and live unmindful of eternity ? Why should they sup- 
pose, that under a belief of this doctrine, they should act so differ- 
ently from what they do under a belief of the purposes of God con- 
cerning things which pertain to this life? If they believe the declara- 
tions of the Bible, they must believe that their days are numbered. 
and that the bounds of their habitation are set. Yet they will, and 
ought, to use means to preserve life; and they will labour hard to 
join house to house, and field to field. 

Moreover, if men believe the Bible, they must believe that it is not 
all one, let them do what they will with regard to their being saved 
or lost. Nothing is more clearly revealed, in the word of God, than 
that life and death are now set before us, and that as we choose and 
act here, so it will be with us hereafter. Te this purpose we read, 
“ Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sow- 
eth that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of 
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.” 

That these and other objections to this doctrine may be answered, 
is one reason why it should be preached. 

4. The doctrine of election should be preached that those who 
hear should receive the benefit of this doctrine. It is calculated to 
be of great service both to those who have a hope that they are chos- 
en of God, and to those who are without this hope. It teaches those 
who hope they are chosen of God, to exercise humility. The natural 
tendency of this ductrine is to hide pride from man, and to exalt the 
glory of divine grace. God told his ancient covenant people, that he 
did not choose them for their sakes, but for his own name’s sake- 
And he asks every Christian the following questions: “ Who mak 
eth thee to differ? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive 2” 


Hence Christians should often be reminded, that when God chose 
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them to be his redeemed people, they had no actual existence. And 
that when he had given them*existence, and came, in his providence, 
to call them, he found them’ dead in trespasses and sins. It alse 
teaches thein where their dependence must be placed, and to whom 
they must forever ascribe the glory of their salvation. This doctrine 
affords them the best opportunity to try-their religion, and to know 
whether they are reconciled to God. Moreover, it reminds them of 
their obligation to thank God for electing love. To this duty they 
are bound by the example of Christ, and by the example of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles. Christ said, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so 
it seemed good in thy sight.” And the apostle Paul said, “We are 
bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren, beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” It is as 
reasonable that we should thank God for electing love, as it is that we 
should thank him that he is pleased to save any of the human race. 
Had he not chosen them to salvation, had it been left to their 
choice, none of the sinful children of men would have chosen the woy 
of holiness, and finally reached the realms of glory. 

This doctrine may be equally beneficial to those who are without 
hepe. It may, and will show them their native opposition to a sove- 
reign God. Without this conviction, they never will be concerned to 
become reconciled te him, and thereby be fitted for salvation. It is 
calculated to divest them of all self-dependence, to drive them from 
all false refuges, and to teach them where their dependence lies. It 
is calculated to bring them tothe feet of sovereign mercy, where 
they must come, or perish forever. 

This doctrine is calculated to keep sinners from sinking into des- 
pair. In view of the doctrine of election, no sinner has any reason to 
look upon his own case as altogether hopeless, so long as he is alive, 
Were it not for this doctrine, and that of divine sovereignty in effectual 
calling, a sinner fully sensible of his total depravity, might well sink 
into utter despair. But in this situation he may be supported with 
this, that God may have chosen ‘him to salvation, and that if he has, 
he will certainly sanctify him by his Spirit, and bring him to believe 
and obey the truth. 

This doctrine when properly preached is calculated to remove all 
gloomy apprehensions from the minds of people, lest they are not 
of the number of the eiect. “Secret things belong to God ; but those 
things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever.”’ 
That God has elected some to eternal life, and not others, is a thing 


plainly revealed. It belongs to us, therefore, to understand and be- 


lieve this truth. But how many, or whose names are written in the 
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Lamb’s book of life, from the foundation of the world, is a secret hid 
from us. Who are of the election of grace, until their effectual call- 
ing make it known, is a secret, which we cannot by searching find 
out, and concerning which we have no right to form any judgment, 
or conjecture. Hence persons have no business to say, or conclude 
that they are not of the number of the elect. Their immediate duty 
is to become reconciled to God, to believe on his Son Jesus Christ, 
and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. This will give them 
evidence that they are of the number of the elect. Upon this ground, 
not knowing who are of the number of the elect, means are to be 
used with all to bring them to repentance ; and salvation to be freely 
offered to all. And on this ground all are bound to attend to the 
means which God has appointed for the reformation and salvation of 
men. These and other benefits may result to the righteous and to 
the wicked from the faithful preaching of this doctrine. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1. From what has been said in this discourse it appears very un 
reasonable to object to ministers’ preaching the doctrine of election. 
Many whe acknowledge it to be a doctrine of the Bible, give it as 
their opinion that it ought not to be preached, because many are of. 
fended by it, and many others may be in danger of wresting it to 
their own destruction. But it appears that this is a reason why it 
should be preached, and set in its true light that men may be kept 
from error, as well as convinced of the truth. It appears that the 
election of grace is a part, and from the frequent repetition of it, we 
have reason to suppose, an essential part of the revealed counsel of 
God. And how any one who believes the Bible can reconcile the 
total omission of it with the duty of a faithful minister of the gospel, 
I am not able to conceive. Those who search the scriptures will find 
this doctrine, whether it ever be preached to them or not. And they 
may be in danger of wresting it, or of rejecting salvation on aceount 
of it. The unstable and unlearned may not be ableto get over the 
difficulties attending it, and to guard against the supposed conse- 
quences from it which have really a fatal tendency, without some one 
to guide them. Hence ministers should preach this doctrince plainly 
and faithfully. And if any abuse the truths of the gospel to their 
own destruction, they alone must bear it. 

2. We may see that it is totally inconsistent to hold to the Bible, 
and reject the doctrine of election. This inconsistency infidels dis- 
cover. They have said to those who profess to believe the Bible, and 
yet complain, because that the doctrine of election is preached, you 
are totally inconsistent te hold to the Bible and object to the doctrine 
of election. The Bible is full of it, and for that reason ave reject it. 
And this is probably the reason why the Bible is rejected by so many, 
und why it is so little read by others. And it must be confessed that 
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is more consistent to reject the Bible altogether, than to hold to 
the Bible and reject the doctrine of election; though itmay be infi- 
nitely more dangerous. ‘This doctrine runs through the sacred vol- 
ume, and is interwoven with a multitude of texts, and lies at the 
foundation of so many of the doctrines of grace, that it is impossible 
to take it away without destroying the whole of divine revelation. 

3. The doctrine of election affords animating encouragement to 
exertions for the salvation of sinners even in the darkest times, when 
there is no human prospect of success. When the gospel is opénly 
rejected by many, and when its peculiar doctrines are opposod by 
many more, and seem to be falling into gereral disregard and con- 
tempt, when iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold, the 
consolation of this doctriue remains. As is was in the days of Paul, 
‘Even so at this time, there is a remnant according to the election 
of grace.’ This is sufficient encouragement faithfully to labour and 
patiently to suffer in the cause of Christ and for the salvation of im 
mortal souls. H. N. 





FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 
INTEMPERANCE. 

Intemperance is a delusive and infatuating vice, and insensibly 
carries men beyond the bounds of moderation. Solomon, who had 
seen the dire effects of wine and strong drink upon the noble powers 
of the human mind, writes, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging ; 
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” According to the 
spirit of this proverb, I propose, in this essay to consider how men 
commonly are seduced into intemperance, and then illustrate the 
folly of it. 

I. Let us consider how men are commonly seduced into intemper- 
ance. Though some may have a strong natural appetite for spiritous 
liquor, which constantly impels them to use it immoderately, yet this 
js not the common cause of intemperance. It is more generally the 
effect of deception. All men, in their sober moments, look upon in- 
temperance, especially in its highest degree, with disgust and abhor- 
rence. A drunkard, when he is sober, detests drunkenness. It is 
hardly conceivable, therefore, that any man should become intem- 
perate, without being some how or other deceived. Here then I may 
mention various things, which serve to deceive and seduce men into 
intemperance. And, 

1. Strong liquor itself naturally tends to deceive those who use it 
too freely. Its first effect is to raise, and the next is to depress 
the spirits, which blurits and weakens the mental discernment. This 
directly leads to deception. A man under the influence of strong 
drink is incapable Of judging what is right and what is wrong, what 
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is wise and what is unwise, and yet is insensible of his incapacity. 
Here lies the latent cause of his deception. He thinks he is un- 
commonly wise, when he is uncommonly foolish. If he only knew 
his incapacity, he might prevent the ill effects of it ; but when he is 
the most incapable of reasoning right, he thinks he is wiser than ten 
men who can render a reason. Strong drink is raging, and throws 
the mind into a lower or higher state of insanity. This is the rea- 
son why so many men of the brightest sense are so often seduced into 
the sin and folly of intemperance. 

2. Many are deceived and seduced into a course of intemperance, 
by the manner of their using ardent spirits. They take a dram in 
the morning, or at eleven o’clock, or at some other certain time of 
the day, which creates a Aabit before they are aware of it. Merely 
drinking to excess, once, or twice, or several particular times, has 
but a little tendency to lead men into a course of intemperance, but 
often has a directly opposite effect, that is, to make them dread and 
avoid intemperance. But to drink a little at a time ata certain 
hour of the day, can hardly fail tocreate a habit ; for when that hour 
comes, they will painfully feel the want of liquor, and can find no 
rest until they have it. This habit insensibly and constantly grows 
stronger and stronger, and becomes so ungovernable, that no moral 
motives will restrain it. No vice is more gradual and imperceptible 
in its growth than intemperance. Thousands fall into it, before they 
have the least apprehension that they are guilty and got beyond re- 
formation. 

3. Many are deceived and seduced into intemperance by the ex- 
ample of others. They go into company, where they see men of 
wealth and respectability make a free use of ardent spirits, who in- 
vite them to join with them in their free and agreeable conversation. 
With thisthey imagine they can safely comply, without drinking to 
excess. But they soon find that they must drink as well as converse, 
and that they cannot converse with that ease and fluency which oth- 
ers do, unless they drink as they do, and this throws them off their 
guard, and betrays them into the evil which they seriously intended 
to avoid. Besides, there are some in almost all vain companies, who 
wish and endeavour to seduce the temperate into intemperance. 
Hence we find it so rare for any who are much conversant with light 
and vain company, to preserve their temperate habits. When a mul- 
titude get together, and have access to strong drink, they soon lose 
their common prudence and sagacity, and lie open to every seduc- 
tion. ‘They embolden one another to go to excess, until individuals 
are deceived and overcome. In these and various other ways, many 
in almost every stage of life, are seduced first into the lowest, and 
finally into the highest degrees of intemperance and intoxication. I 


now proceed, 
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If. Toillustrate the extreme folly of running into this vice. Thougls 
men are often deceived in this case, yet their deception is owing to 
their folly. They might avoid being so egregiously deceived. Sol- 
omon represents every man unwise, who is deceived in respect to 
the nature and tendency of intemperance. When one man injures 
another we call it wicked, but when a man injures himself we call 
it foolish. By intemperance aman first and principally injures 
himself, which is a folly, and a folly great in proportion to the injury 
he does himself. And if we consider intemperance in this view, it 
will appear a very great folly, because it is extremely injurious to 
the intemperate themselves. For, 

1. Intemperance injures the minds of men. It always affects the 
mind before it affects the body. This is suggested in the text. 
* Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging.” Drinking to excess 
unmans a man, and degrades him below his species. Ardent spirits 
injure every power and faculty ofthe soul. They render a man in- 
capable of comparing and connecting his ideas, and of reasoning up- 
on the plainest subject. Intemperance benumbs the memory, and 
renders useless all the stores of knowledge which a man has collect- 
ed by study, reading and observation. It stupifies his conscience | 
and blinds it to all moral objects. And it stirs up all the corrup- 
tions of the heart, and takes off all restraints from it. Every in- 
stance of intoxication produces these sad effects while it lasts. And 
repeated instances gradually weaken all the intellectual powers, 
and frequently render a person anidiot or madman. ‘“ Strong drink 
israging.” Itoften throws men into the most violent passions, and 
sometimes fixes them in a permanent state of delirium. How many 
strong, sprightly, acute, penetrating, and highly cultivated minds 
have been beclouded, weakened, shattered and deranged by habitual 
intemperance? The brightest intellectual powers have most frequent- 
ly fallen a prey to wine and strong drink. Those minds, which could 
see through almost all other errors have been deceived, by surfeit- 
ing and drunkenness. To see a creature endued ....a reason and 
made a little lower than the angels, abuse his noble talents and de- 
grade himself below the meanest animal that moves upon the earth, is 
the most shocking object to asober mind. And the intemperate are 
sometimes sober, and capable of anticipating these dreadful effects 
of their indulgence. Must they not then be extremely unwise to pur- 
sue a course, which they see is leading them to self-destruction ! 

2. Intemperance injures the bedy as well as the mind. Strong 
@rink is of an inflammatory nature, and tends to injure the health, 
unless taken in small quantities, and on particular occasions. ‘ben 
it may serve to revive the drooping spirits and strengthen a weaken- 
ed and exhausted bedy. But when it is taken to excess and brings 
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on intoxication, it immediately deprives men of the use of their d0di- 
dy as well as cf their mental powers, and reduces them to the very 
image of death, ‘This is a violent shock to the bodily machine, and 
being often repeated, will infallibly destroy the strongest constitu- 
tion. Nor is it often less injurious to the body when it does not pro. 
duce intoxication. An undue use of spirituous liquor naturally 
brings on either acute diseases, or the whole train of nervous and 
chronic disorders. An intemperate man really acts the part of a su- 
icide ; for he knowingly takes a course to destroy first his health, 
and finally his life. He exposes himself to every species of mental 
and bodily disorders, and not only so, but to ten thousand fatal acci~ 
dents, ‘* Who hath wo? who hath sorrow ? who hath contentions ? 
who hath babblings ? who hath wounds without cause ? who hath 
redness of eyes ? They that tarry long at the wine ; they that go to 
seek mixed wine.”” How many poor, weak, wounded, decrepited, 
emaciated, trembling, tottering mortals do we see moving upon the 
earth, by reason ofthe pains, infirmities and diseases, which they have 
brought upon themselves by intemperance ? Is it not extreme folly 
for rational creatures, who are capable of foreseeing these fatal effects 
of intemperance, to run freely, voluntarily, and obstinately into such 
a destructive evil ? Solomon says, “ It is in vain to spread the net in 
the sight ofany bird.” But when wine and strong drink are set be- 
fore the intemperate, they will, with their eyes wide open, run intoa 
snare which has proved fatal to millions, who have been caught in it. 

$. Intemperance naturally tends to destroy men’s temporal inter- 
ests. Many practice injustice, avarice and oppression from the sup- 
posed prospect of gain ; but the intemperate have no prospect before 
them but that of poverty and want. Their intemperance both in- 
disposes and unfits them for labour or any other secular business, 
and renders them incapable of ordering their affairs with discretion. 
It often leads them into extravagance, and prompts them not only to 
spend, but throw away their property. It exposes them to be cheat- 
ed, oppressed, and robbed by those who have a disposition to de it. 
Though avarice will sometimes check and counteract this tendency 
of intemperance in its first stages ; yet it commonly gains the ascead- 
ancy, and reduces men to the most abject poverty and beggary. So 
Solomon saw and said, ‘* Be not among wine-bibbers, among rietous 
eaters of flesh. For the drunkard and the glutton shall come te po- 
How often 
has this impoverishing vice destroy ed the most rich and affluent for- 


9 


verty ; and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 


tunes, and rendered their owners poor, mean and wretched. Among 
the sons of poverty in old countries and this, a very large majority 
of them are the miserable victims of intemperance. Poverty by mis- 
fortune is a calamity ; but it is a tenfold greater calamity whepg it is 
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the fruit of folly and vice. Those who become beggars and vaga- 
bonds by intemperance, are the most miserable wretches on earth. 

4. Intemperance in the lowest, and much more in the highest de- 
gree unfits men for every duty in life. While a man feels the ef- 
fects of spirituous liquor, he is unfit to converse, to read, to medi- 
tate, or pray. He cannot appear with propriety as a father, son, or 
brother. Let him be endued with ever so great abilities, and plac- 
ed in ever so high a station, he cannot employ his abilities, nor dis- 
charge his duty. How unfit is the intoxicated clergyman, physi- 
cian, attorney, judge, or general, to perform the duties of his office ? 
‘It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, 
nor for princes strong drink : lest they drink and forget the law, and 
pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. But blessed art thou, 
O land ; when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in 
due season, for strength, and not for drunkenness.” How many 
men of native genius, acquired knowledge, and high preferment 
have destroyed their usefulness by intemperance ? It has cast down 
many rich, many mighty, many noble, and many promising men 
from the highest dignity and sphere of usefulness, to the lowest state 
of inactivity and degradation, It is now disqualifying thousands of 
bright, active men for usefulness, and making them a burden and 
nuisance to society, Where is the country or the state, or even the 
town, in which such characters are not to be found ? Who does not 
see the extreme folly of intemperance in such melancholy instances 
as these ! 

5. Intemperance naturally leads men into all other vices and im- 
moralities. It is a parent vice and source of innumerable evils. It 
takes off all restraints from the corruptions of the heart. There is 
nothing too mean, too vile, too malignant, or too criminal for the in- 
toxicated to do. It makes them idle, prodigal, contentious, and abu- 
sive to all with whom they are connected in the nearest and dear- 
est relations of life. It forms the most hardened and accomplished 
villains. Other vices may, and often do exist separately and uncon- 
nected ; but intemperance is the most fruitful source of iniquity. 
The intemperate cannot secure themselves, nor be secured from any 
moral evil. There is no knowing beforehand where intemperance 
will lead ; but it is to be feared that it will carry a man to any 
lengths in wickedness. It is the open road to moral ruin. It perverts 
and corrupts the lives of men to the highest degree, and makes them 
prodigies in immorality. This the intemperate know in their sober 
hours, and yet are so unwise, as to give the reins to their appetites, 
and suffer themselves to be carried down the dreadful current of mo- 
ral turpitude and depravity. Hence, 

6. Intemperance, though it does not rise to the highest degree, 
tends to injure the characters of men, which is an evil much to be 
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avoided. Solomon says, ‘‘ A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.” But in- 
temperance directly tends to sully or destroy this invaluable bless- 
ing. It has not been in the power of the wicked world to render in- 
temperance amiable and respectable. It always has been, and al- 
ways will be a reproach to human nature. While mankind remain 
sober, they will continue to disapprove and condemn insobriety- 
Though the practice of immoderate drinking has spread far and 
wide at this day, yet the reproach is not wiped away. It is irrepu- 
table for men to be deceived and seduced by wine or strong drink. 
Though they never become disguised, yet if they habitually drink 
freely, they expose their character in the eyes of the world. It is 
certainly very unwise in any to run this risk for the sake of gratify- 
ing a mean appetite. ‘There is no vice that men are more apt to 
run into late in life, than that of intemperance. There have been a 
great many instances of those who entirely avoided every degree of 
intemperance from their childhood until they reached or passed the 
meridian of life ; andthen fell into that ensnaring evil, and lost their 
character without losing much of their property. Whether men be- 
come more or less intemperate, in the morning, meridian, or decline 
of life, they injure their character, and sustain a serious loss, which 
must be very unwise. But the folly of intemperance will appear 
unspeakably greater, if we consider once more, 

7. That it tends to destroy the souls of men forever. The Bible 
places the intemperate among the grossest sinners, who are marked 
out for future destruction, and expressly declares, that ‘ such shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God.’? There is no man that liveth and 
sinneth not. Good men repeatedly commit the same sins, but they 
repeatedly repent of them, and according to the terms of the gospel 
are forgiven and saved. But if any man lives in the habitual and 
allowed practice of any one sin, vice, or immorality, it will shut him 
out of the kingdom of heaven. Those, therefore, who hve in the 
habitual and allowed practice of drinking to excess, expose them- 
selves to certain and remediless destruction. ‘They cut themselves 
off from every promise of the gospel. It is, therefore, infinitely un- 
wise for any to live in the habitual and allowed practice of intem- 
perance, which they know will infallibly lead them to eternal death 
Now, if we lay together all the observations which have been made, 
and consider the temporal, spiritual and everlasting evils, which 
flow from intemperance, must not every one conclude that * wine is 
a mocker, strong drink is raging ; and whosoever is deceived there- 
by is not wise.” 


[TO BE CONCLUDED. ] 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR, 
HOW TO CONDUCT A REVIVAL. 

There being some tokens of a special divine presence among my 
people, I was induced to write to an aged father in the ministry, 
who has performed the duties of his office mere than forty-esven 
years, who has been favoured with numerous revivals of religion 
among his own people, and has been much conversant with revivals 
in other places. He says, “ the second year after my ordination, a 
revival commenced, and every family in the town had a greater or 
less number in it under serious impressions.—After this, there were 
repeated revivals in particular districts, but not general.—The 
work, which commenced in 1797, increased and gradually extended 
for two years, when it became general through the town, and conti- 
nued for a year without any visible declension ; then it gradually 
abated. This work, from its beginning to its end, continued five 
years ; a very unusual and remarkable work in this respect. Dur- 
ing this period large additions were made’to the church. After this, 
for several years, revivals and converts in different districts were 
multiplied ; and we seldom had a communion without receiving by 
profession, one or more individuals.” In 1821, another revivalcom- 
menced in the place, and when 94 had been received to the church, 
and 40 were propounded, he stated, ‘it is believed, that these with 
others, who will offer themselves, will make the whole number added 
to the church, asthe fruits of this revival, not far from 150.” 

Reposing great confidence in the experience and judgment of 
one, who has great opportunity to observe what measures have been 
most useful, led me to make a number of inquiries. If you judge 
that the following extract from the letter, which I have received in 
answer to my inquiries, will be useful to the public, you will oblige 
a number of your readers by inserting it in the Mirror. The letter 
is dated April 15, 1824. 

* You inform me, that a good work is beginning among your peo- 
ple, and this is good tidings ; and then ask by what means it can be 
increased, rendered genuine, and continued without any declension? 
These are important inquiries, and the questions asked are so many, 
that answers must be very brief, You ask, ‘* how frequent should reli- 
gious meetings be ?” In the same district,a meeting on Saturday even- 
ing,and Sabbath evening,and one about the middle of the week,would 
be enough certainly, if nottoomany. However, instead of making a 
reply to each question, I will give a general view of the best way as it 
appears to me, from what experience [have had. 1 observe what is 
called a rapid work is not apt to be the most genuine, Lf a few per- 
sons among my people, were seriously impressed, I would appoint a 
conference at a time, and in a place, where I thought the greatest 
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number would attend with a view of making inquiry of persons about 
their religious views and feelings. Then I would ask the serious ones 
such questions,as would let all present see how they felt .how different 
their present views are from those which they had in a secure sta‘e. 
My object would be in this way, to inform all,that a work had begun ; 
and I would make remarks with a design to render the impressions 
deeper ; to show all it was necessary for them to feel the truth as 
those few do; and thus endeavour to awaken and impress every 
mind, I should not wish to have any speak in the meetings, except 
those who could reflect some light and be useful ; should not allow 
young converts to say much ; yet now and then let them briefly relate 
their experience ; and should call on the brethren generally to make 
the prayers.—In preaching and conferences, I should dwell most up- 
on those subjects, of the truth of which the Holy Spirit was convine- 
ing them ; such as the depravity of the heart, necessity of the new 
birth, man’s weakness,and dependence on God’s holy pleasure,to let 
them see He might justly leave them to perish ; was under noobliga- 
tion to save—and life, if given, must be unmerited. Such truths as 
the Holy Spirit was impressing, are the most important, and ought 
to be made very plain,and powerfully impressed. I should labor to ex- 
cite feelings or passions no further than such doctrines would excite 
them. For passions without light do not much good. I should often 
speak against giving anyattention to imaginary ideas,such as dreams, 
visions, voices, and texts of scripture suggested. By giving heed to 
such things, thousands have been deceived. I should seldom say any 
thing about the work, except in this strain ; Godis here ; nowis an 
accepted time ; if any are idle in a summer season, t!:cy have no- 
thing to expect but swift destruction. Ifany appeared to be in ade- 
spairing way, should show them they cannot be certain they shall 
not be saved : their duty isto cry for mercy and not indulge despond- 


ency. But I should not feel much concerned about their despair, un- 





less their nerves were greatly affected, and there were symptoms of 


derangement ; then a physician might, perhaps, do them most good ; 
for I never knew any others,than those of disordered nerves,in a state 
of despair. I should be careful never so much as to give a hint, that 
the work might, or would decline, or suffer others to do it, if it could 
be prevented, but preach and talk as though it would continue and 
increase forever. The idea many suggest, that revivals will be short, 
seems to me to have this effect ; we must awake now for a short sea- 
son and then go tosleep. It is our fault that the work does not conti- 
nue and increase, and if any indulge an idea it will soon be at an 
end, it will soon begin to decline, I should preach and talk much to 
young as well asold converts. Young converts have new and pleas- 
ant feelings, and are apt to think their work is done ; they now shal} 


live a happy life ; they see not their danger. The danger of their 
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becoming stupid should be impressed on them ; they have only be- 
gun their work ; they have a warfare to fight, a race to run, and if 
faithful as they ought to be,they will go on to perfection;so teach them 
daily their duty to watch, pray, press forward. All disputes should be 
avoided,especially about baptism ; this never fails to put an endtoa 
good work. In few words, we believe, in order to be saved,they must 
know or feelthe truth, such is our depravity, the need of a new 
faith, our dependence, and the way of life by unmerited grace 
through Christ. All we can do is to explain and enforce these and 
like truths on every heart and conscience. As far as persons’ feel- 
ings are excited by the truth, itis well; but to excite passions in 
any other way than by truth, is of little importance. Hence lay ex- 
hortation can do but little good, unless the speaker can make truth 
plain ; if he can, he may do good. Sometimes hearing certain per- 
sons speak has an effect to alarm and awaken the stupid and careless ; 
especially for one who has been a Deist or Universalist, or some one 
who has been very openly wicked ; if he speaks and appears much im- 
pressed, many say,then, religion is important, we must attend to it, } 
could have given reasonstothe hints suggested, but have not had 
room.”’ 

But surely, Mr. Editor, these remarks must carry their own rea- 
sons and evidence of their truth and propriety with them to every 
reflecting mind. From what I have had opportunity to observe, 1 
have no doubt that many revivals of religion have been rendered su- 
perficial and of short continuance from having too many meetings 
and holding them toolong. At meeting, the feelings ordinarily are 
more excite) than when alone. Where the feelings are strongly 
excited, truth is not likely to be so clearly seen. In the most thor- 
ough conversion truth takes strong and deep hold of the mind, the 
passions are but mod rately excited, and every feeling of solicitude 


and interest can be traced toa distinct view of some truth. 


From the Eclectic Recorder 
FAMILY WORSHIP. 

A few weeks since I spent the night with my friend Eomunp and 
his family. Edmund has named the name of Christ, and has many 
years been numbered with his people. He has a numerous family. 
Having spent the evening, as ten o’clock drew near, Edmund spoke 
ic his wife saying, s¢ let us prepare to retire,”’? and so saying, walked 
into another room, brought out a Bible, seated himself in the midst 
of his children, and began toread. While reading along chapter, 
his industrious wife was employed arranging her work-basket, and 
putting things in order; the elder boy was busily employed with 
one shoe that needed lacing, or somewhat else; another humming 
over his lesson; a beautiful little daughter was arranging her 
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hair, and the younger son was seated on the earpet with his top, and 
sundry other things. Thus the time was spent, while Edmund was 
reading the word of God. I confess I heard but a small part of it, 
and I presume the members of the family heard less—however, Ed- 
mund concladed the chapter and closed the book, just at the time his 
good wife had arranged her basket, swept the carpet a little, &c. 
Edmund arose from his seat and said, “Jet us pray.” Weall knelt 


down—lI say all, but judging from the confusion that followed, the 


; 
children were playing “hide and seek,” or something else, while his 
wife, by loud and repeated whispers, endeavoured to preserve order; 
but to no good purpose. At length the prayer was ended, but what 
he prayed for I know not, for it required all the powers of my mind 


and body to keep the chair on which I was leaning in its proper 
lace—we then retired, as I could neither hear nor compose my mind 


on account of the noise. 


O! ye who are parents, be instructed by this sad picture; O, my 


l* 


soul, take heed to thyself and tothy ways. Who that trains up chil- 


dren in this manner, will be able to say, at the judgment seat of Christ 
* Here am I, and the children thou hast given me?” Is there not rea 


son to fear that such a father will be asavor of “death unto death,’ 
rather than of “life unto life?” 

Not many days after, I spent the evening with my particular friend 
Veritas, who is also numbered with the Lord’s people, and has a femi- 


ly. Iwas present at the season of family worship; but how great 


and delightful the contrast! It does not appear to be the object of 


Veritas “to pray to be scen of men,” nor merely because he has made 


a profession of religion and feels itto be his duty. At an early hour 


in the evening, Veritas said to J——, the elderson, “ Bring the Bi 
bles.” J-——, with eyes sparkling with joy, immediately procured the 
Bibles, and gave one to his father, one to AI -, one to C——, and 


one he retained himself. The servants were called in, and all were 


soon seated in order. The elder son next to his father, and the two 


! 1 


vounger children who could ] 


not read, beside their mother, on the op 

posite side ofthe room, reclining on her, and with expressions of in- 
erest and anxiety, looking alternately at her and their father. With- 
out naming a chapter, Veritas said, have you all found the place ?>— 
Yes, Sir, was the reply from the three boys. The younger son then 
commenced reading, and each read at the discretion of Veritas, who 
occasionally made a remark and replied to an inquiry of the elder son. 
Veritas concluded reading, and added a few appropriate remarks, 
during which time all eyes were fixed on him, and every countenance 
manifested feelings of intense interest and delight. We then knelt 
down, and, for a moment, all was silentasthe grave. I thought I 
could adopt the language of Jacob, and say, “ How awful is this place, 


this is none otherthan the house of God.” Veritas commenced his 
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prayer with expressious of solemnity, and reverence, and holy fear. 
Ilis prayer was not long, but appropriate and fervent. When we 
arose, I looked at the members of the family, and while I beheld, a 
tear stole down the cheek of one of the boys. Aftera few minutes 
spent in free conversation on the subject of religion, in which the 
children took a part, the younger children retired, and the remaining 
part of the evening was agreeably and I hope profitably spent. After 
taking leave of my friends, my reflections were delightful. It was, 
(thought I,) good to be there; it was a bethel; it was the gate of 
heaven. If there is true happiness on the earth, it is to be found in 
such afamily. Often shall I look back to that hour with peculiar sat 

isfaction, and while my spirit lingers around that consecrated altar, 
may it be my desire to follow Veritas as he follows Christ. 


From the Youth’s Journal 
REPENTANCE PREACHED TO CHILDREN. 

At this day when the interests of the rising generation are more 
sensibly felt than ever before, children are taught in Sabbath Schools 
and at home, the duty of repentance. Their parents and teachers 
tell them that “except they repent they will perish.” This too, is 
the language of the Bible—Luke xiii. 3. This often leads the inquis- 
itive minds of the young, to feel the question, what is repentance ? 
To this it is very important, an answer should be given in so plain a 
manner, that the youthful understanding can receive it, and with so 
much correctness, that it will not mistake the true nature of repent 
ance.—We well know that all sorrow for having sinned against God 
is not gedly sorrow, or true repentance. Now if my young friends 
will give me their attention, I will tell them a story, which will ena- 
ble them to form an idea of true repentance. They may depend up 
on it as true, for I had it from the lips.of the father, about whom I am 
going to speak. 

In the town of P— -,in the State of Massachusetts, now lives a 
very pious and respectable gentleman. His little son, a lad of seven 
or eight years of age, one day told alie. Now this was directly op 
posed both to the law of God, and to the commands of his parents. 
His father had always told his children, that if they told » falsehood, 
he would correct them. Accordingly, when this painful intelligence 
reached his ears, that his little Josiah had been guilty of this dread- 
ful sin, he. ordered him to goand’ cut arod. The little boy cut a ve- 
ry large one. The father took him into a room alone, and began to 
chastise him. The child cried aloud, and the father stopped and be 
gan to talk with him, upon the sinfulness of his conduct. And being 
a very tender-hearted man, he wept over his wicked son. This lad 
looked up and seeing the tears rolling down his father’s cheeks, ran 


into his arms and exclaimed, “ Father, whip me as much as you please, 


So nnn orn 
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but don’t cry... Now my dear youth, you have here an illustration of 
whattrue repentance is. Josiah was sorry—what for? Was it be- 
cause he was whipped, and suffered so much pain? Oh no; but be- 
cause he had offended his father, and broke his heart. He saw that 
his conduct had wounded the feelings of a good parent, end he forgot 
his own pain, ina sense of the injury he had done him. Now had Jo- 
siah only repented of telling a lie, because he had to suffer for it, it 
would have by no means been sorrow for the sin. Well, sometimes 
the sinner is led to see that he has offended his heavenly Father, and 
exposed himself to eternal punishment. “This distresses him, and he 
begins to weep bitterly. —Now if you should ask him why he weeps, 
and is sorry, and he should answer you, it is because I am about to 
suffer everlasting punishment for my sin; you would say this is not 
true repentance. But if he should say, I have found that my conduct 
has offended God, and made Christ suffer so much, and my heart 
breaks on account of my vile behaviour to so good a being: you 
might tell him that this, if he told the truth, was real repentance. 
Now such a sinner will act like litthe Josiah. He will fly into the 
arms of hisheavenly Father, crying, “ Father, whip me as much as 
you please, but don’t cry.” When he reflects upon the injury he has 
done to Christ, and how he has wounded the feelings of his offended 
Father, he will weep more on account of this, than for his own pain. 

My dear youth, I wish you who read this, to ask yourselves the 
question—Have | been thus sorry for my sins against God? Remem- 
ber that you must repent, if ever you are saved. If you do repent 
and apply to God for mercy, for the sake of his son Jesus Christ, who 
died for sinners, you will receive pardon, and when you die, go te 
heaven. Your Friend, SENEX. 

PERSECUTION. 
Why did Pagans persecute the primitive Christians ? 

In one view, it may indeed seem strange, how it came to pass, that 
the Christian religion was persecuted with so much rancour and ¢ru- 
elty, especially as the Romans gave a tcleration to the nations whom 
they conquered, to retain their religious opinions and usages. Con- 
sidering the innocence and benevolence of Christians, not only the 
inoffensive simplicity of their lives, but the agreeable aspect of their 
profession upon civil government, and how adinirably conducive their 
religion was, to promote the happiness of individuals, and the general 
welfare of human society, one would be apt to imagine that Christian- 
ity would have met with a less unfavourable fate, yea, even with an 
honourable reception in the werld. But,in making an estimate of 
human affairs, we must always make large allowances for the pass- 
ons, the prejudices, and interests of mankind. These will often 
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warp them aside from the principles of reason andthe path of duty 
Besides, it must be remembered, that Christianity stood directly op- 
posite to all the false religions of the heathen world, strongly con- 
demned their idolatry and all their superstitious ceremonies, prohib- 
ited some of their most favorite passions and practices, and enjoined 
a belief of its own doctrines, and a compliance with its laws, under 
the sanction of most awful penalties. All this ran counter to the 
corruption of human nature, and the prevailing wickedness of the 
world. Innovations in religion are generally disliked, and a refor- 
mation is too frequently opposed. The Christians were bound by 
their principles, not merely to exercise their religion in private, but to 
spread and propagate it through the world, to point out the impiety 
of Paganism and the absurdities of Heathen worship, to make prose- 
lytes and plant churches wherever they could. This excited a group 
of inveterate passions, envy, suspicion, malice, resentment. Among 
all the heathen nations, one may venture tosay, there was a kind of 
community of religion. All was founded on the same false, delusive 
principles, though diversified by some particular modes or circum- 
tances. All were ignorant of the true God, and of the only Media- 
tor between God and man, and all worshipped idol-vanities, the fic- 
tions of their own imaginations, or the devices of their own hands 

Ilence it was, that the Romans found no great difficulty in introduc- 
ing into the provinces they conquered, some of their native gods ; 
neither were they scrupulous of receiving from them some ceremo- 
nies of superstition, which appeared with an air of novelty and grand 
eur. 

But the Christian religion stood single andalone. It attacked the 
will-worship of the Jews and the idolatry of the Gentiles, and direct 
ed its efforts against the established religion of the empire. The Ro- 
mans beheld the increasing number of Christians with jealousy, and 
might suspect thatso numerous and so respectable a body would not 
only overturn the old, and substitute a new religion, but usurp the 
reins of government. Designing, malicious men were not wanting 
to augment such fears; who insinuated, that the Christians were en 
emies to Cesar, and void of religion because their worship was simple 
and had nothing glaring to attract the eye. Heathen philosophers 
sought to display their wit and learning against a system, which pre- 
tended to be much more sublime than any they had taught. The 
whole tribe of Pagan Priests and Augurs rose as one man to oppose 
the progress of the gospel. The credit of their profession and of 
their religion, began to totter. The craft of many, who ministered 
to the heathen temples, was in danger. And the unthinking, undis 
cerning multitude would joinina popular cry against those men who 
insulted, as they would say, the gods of their country and the usages 


oftheir ancestors, and would prescribe to them unheard-of objects 
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and methods of worship.—Thus persecution arose and was prosecut- 


ed, till Divine truth and invincible patience prevailed and triumphed. 


NISBET. 


FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 

Rev. Sir—lIf scripture is not always to be understood according 
to its plain and obvious import, it is no evidence of the truth of a 
doctrine, to have literal passages in its favour. Hence Calvinist, by 
quoting such scripture without comment, hag done nothing towards 
settling the question in dispute. We too might quote in the same 
way. We might produce passages whose obvious import would mil- 
itate against the doctrine under consideration. And suppose we 
were to do so, the question would be where it was before. But, Sir, 
it is not sufficient in controversy to quote scripture in this manner. 
It devolves on controversialists to show, that passages of scripture 
which appear to be intheir favour, do not, by being so understood, 
contradict other passages. Further, they are to shew why such pas- 
sages are to be understood literally, more than al] others, and should 
likewise expose the sophistry that would wrest them. Why, Sir, 
Calvinist has done merely nothing by his creed. Almost any doc- 
trine can be supported in this manner. There are passages of scrip- 
ture which, detached as he detaches, appear to favour Universalism. 
For instance: “Asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shal! all be made 


alive.” “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, wi)! draw all menunto 





me.” There are many churches, and those too of contradictory sen- 


timents, who have creeds composed purely of passages of scripture 
which appear to favour their jarring systems. Suppose one were to 
adopt for his creed the scripture which says, “ Answer not a fool ac- 


cording to his folly,” and another should choose that which directs 


us to answer one according to his fully. Here would be too contra- 
dictory creeds, equally sustained by passages of the Bible. and that 
too accerding to their plain, obvious import. But enough has been 


said to shew the inefficiency of this mode of supporting a doctrine. 
I did not say that all scripture needs explanation, but merely that 


scripture (more or less) needs it. As to the passages in Calvinist’s 





Creed, we think that much explanation is necessary, both because 


i 


they appear, understood literally, to contradict the general tenour of 


scripture, which addresses man precisely as if he were the cause of 
his own volitions; and because such an understanding of them ap- 
pears to impeach the Divine character. With regard to the proof, 
that when it is said God does a thing, if may mean that he only per- 
mits it to be done, it is furnished directly in point inthe case of the 
lying spirit, who induced the false prophets to persuade Ahab to go 


upto Ramoth Gilead. The Lord, it seems, barely permitted the spirit 
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to be a lying spirit in the mouths of those prophets; and yet it is said 
he put him there. 

In answer to the question, whether I would admit that saints are 
machines, I reply: that if their exercises are caused by the Holy 
Spirit, they are so, that is, voluntary ones. And with this agrees 
their own language; for they constantly disclaim all merit on ac- 
eount of any good which they are imstramental of performing, and 
attribute all to the grace of God. 

The manner in which a man causes his own choice, if indeed he 
does, is not material. Itis not necéssary to know how it is done; it 
is sufficient to kaow that it is done. The Creator, in making any 
thing, endues it with powers necessary to the accomplishment of the 
end for which it is designed. In making free agents, therefore, he 
bestows on them whatever is necessary to free agency. Men are 
mdeed dependant on God. Their breath is in his hands. He can 
at any moment suspend or take away their faculties of every descrip 
tion. But this by no means argues, that they can do nothing, even 
with the faculties which he gives them. Iluman dependence means 
no such thing. As we view it, it is necessary to free agency, that 
its subjects be free to choose, in order to whivh, they must have the 
faculty of causing their own choice. A being constituted in this man- 
ner, we conceive Omnipotence to be capable of creating. Thus cre- 
ated, and in possession of this prerogative, he is, as we think, per- 
fectly independant in his volitions. To be sure he is dependant on 
the Creator for the continuance of this, as well as every other facul- 
ty; but while continued to him, he uses it undirected by another ; 
which is the cause, and the only cause, why he is accountable for its 
use. How he can thus exercise it, is of no consequence. If yousay 
he cannot cause his choice unless he chooses to cause it, and so on, 
the difficulty will not be at all removed by referring it to the Crea- 
tor. It willbe found, en inspection, that the same series of choices 
must have taken place in him; and thus we might go back eternally, 
ani make choice without a beginning, and consequently without an 
avtpor. In opposition to this, we contend that such subtilties con- 
fuse rather than instruct; that to choose to choose is a centradiction; 
for were @ man to choose to choose to do a thing, the first choice 
would be choosing to do it, and the additional or intermediate choice 
eould notexist. The man, then, causes his own choice; which is no 
more than saying that he chooses ; and no dout he causes it by the 
exercise of the seme kind of faculty by which the Creator causes his. 
Tell how the latter is caused, and I will tell how the former is. As 
to 4 series of choices, itis absurd, and is contrary to experiénee. 

It is said that @ man is to blame because he intends evil. This 


leaves the question just where it was. How is he to blame for in- 
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tending evil, if God makes him intend it ? Only shew this, and it will 
suffice. This has not yet been shewn, nor do we believe it can be. 

There is criminality inan evil intention, if caused by the one who 
has it,and not merely in the cause; the same as there is criminality 
in murder and the one who commits it. To undertake to separate an 
intention from its author, is like separating the beams of light from 
the body whence they emenates. 


I now, Sir, ask again, How is a man to blame for evil volitions, if he 


s not their author? and I ask further, Is not he utterly helpless, if 

this is the case? and consequently, Is it not inconsistent for those 

who believe thus, to call upon him to have different volitions ? 
ENQuiRnen. 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


1828. Aug. 27, Ordained in Boston, Rev. OrRAN EASTMAN a3 an 
Evangelist. Sermon by Rey. Dr. Jenks, from Iszi. v. 9, 19. 


1828. Ang. 28, Ordained Rev. Wint1am May as pastor of the Cong. 
Church in Winslow, Me. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Adams of Vassalborough. 


1828. Sept. 3, Ordained Rev. Davin Turner, Jun. as pastor of the 
Cong. Church in New Vineyard, Me. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Rogers 


$828. Sept. 10, Ordained Rev. Icwapop S. Spencer as colleague 
pastor with Rev. Mr Williams, over the Ist Church in Northampton, Ms 


1828. Sept. 17, Installed Rev. Bennet Tyuer, D. D. as pastor of the 
2d Cong. Church in Portland, Me. 


1828. Sept. 17, Ordained Rev. Henny P. Tappan as pastor of the 
Cong. Church in Pittsfield, Ms. Sermon by Rev. Prest. Griffin 

1828. Sept. 17, Installed Rev. Samurn Nicno ts as pastor of the Ist 
Cong. Church in Wakefield, N. H. Sermon by Rev. R. Emmerson ot 
South-Reading, Ms : 

1828. Sept. 17, Ordained Rev. Caarurs 8S. ApAms as pastor of the 
Cong. Church in Newfield, Me. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Tappan of Avugus 
ta, from |. Cor. i. 21. 

1828. Sept. 18, Installed Rev. Moses Sawvyrnr as pastor of the Cong. 
Church in Scarborough, Me. Sermon by Rev. Daniel Fitz of Ipswich, Ms 
from If. Tim. iv. 2 

1828. Sept. 18, Ordained Rev. Coarnurs M. Brown as colleagve 
pastor with Rev. Elias Fisher, over the Ist Cong. Church in Lempster, N 
H. Sermon by Rev. Horace B. Chapin, of Amherst, Ms 

To the honor of religion should be told, that the church in Lempster 
have assumed the sole responsibility of providing a handsome support fo: 
Mr. Brown; besides contribut ng their preportion towards supporting their 
aged pastor, who has laboured faithfully among them more than forty 
years. Yet this little band « onsists of only 26 members:—Com 

1828 Sept 25. Ordained im Newburvport, Rev. Joun SPAULDING 
Apprison KinoGsspury, Catvin N. Raysom, Samvet H. FuirtrcH 
er, and Rev. Cuarves R. Fisx as Evangelists. Sermon by Rev. Dr 
Dana 

1828. Oct. 1, Installed Rev. Davin Starner as pastor of the Cong 
Church in Litchfield-Corner, Me. Sermon by Rev. Benjamin Tappan 

1528. Oct. 1, Installed Rev. Bensamin Rice as pastor of the Ist 
Cong. Church in New Gloucester, Me Sermon by Rev. Mr. Pomeroy of 
Gorham, from 1. Johg ir. 7 7 ; 

1828. Oct. 2, Installed Rev. Aaron B. Cuuren as pastor of the Ist 


Cong. Church in Calais, Me. Sermon by Rey. Eliiah Kellogg 
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1828.,. Oct. 8, Ordained at Farmington, Conn. Rev. James B. Wix- 
cox as an Evangelist; andon the 14th, Rev. Jusriw Marsu, and in- 
stalled pastor of the Cong. Church in Mina, N. ¥. Sermons by Rev. Al- 
len M Lean, from If. Corin. v. 13, 14 

1828. Oct. 8, Ordained at Greenwich, Conn. Rev. Xenorpuon Berrs 
as an Evangelist. 

1828. Oct. 15, Installed Rev. PLum™mer Case as pastor of the Cong 
Church inCarver,Ms. Sermon by Rev. Mr.Green of Boston,fromZech. iv. 6 

1828. Oct. 15, Ordained Rev. Jupson A. Roor as pastor of the Cong 
Church in North-Brandford, Conn Also, as Evangelists, Rev. Cu ESTER 
BiraGge,Sanrorp Lawron, and SreepHen Toruiirr. Sermon by Rev 
S. Merwin of New-Haven. 

1828. Oct. 15, Ordained Rev. War. Grace as pastor of the Cong 
Church in Windham, Me. Sermon by Rev. Dr. Tyler, from Heb. v. 4. 

1828. Oct. 29, Ordained at Wrentham, Ms. as an Evangelist, by Men- 
don Association, Rev. Wittiam HariLow Sermon by Rev. Alvan Cobb 
of Taunton 

18238. Nov. 5, Installed Rev. Samven Jounsov as pastor of the Cong 
Church in Saco, Me Sermon by Rev. Pres. Allen, from Matth. xii. 3. 

1828. Oct. 22, Ordained Rev. Cerpuas H. Kenr as pastor of the Cong 
Church in Barrington, N. H. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Freuch. 

1828. Nov. 12, Installed Rev. Isaac Lewis as pastor of the Cong 
Church in Bristol. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Smith of Troy, from 1 or. ii. 2 

1828 Nov 19, Ordained at Rehoboth, by Mendon Association, Rev 
S.GaanHam as an Evangelist. Sermon by Rey. Mr. Fitch of Holliston 
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FROM THE SANDUSKY CLARION 
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR 
Thy neighbor? It is he whom thou 
Hast power to aid and bless— 
Whose aching heart, or burning brow 
Thy soothing hand may press. 
Thv neighbor? ’Tis the fainting poor, 
Whose eye with want is dim, 
Whom hunger sends from door to do 
Go thou, and succour him. 


Thy neighbor ? Tis that weary man 
Whose years are at their brim, 
Bent low with sickness, cares and pain; 


Go thou, and comfort h 





Thy neighbor? ’Tis the heart bereft 
Of every earthly gem 

Widow and orphan, helpless left ; 
Go thou, and shelter them. 

Thy neighbor? YonpDER TOILING SLAVE, 
Fetter’d in thought and limb, 

Whose hopes are all beyond the grave; 
Go thou, and ransom hin. 


*st a human form 


Vhene’er thou meet 
Less favor’d than thine own, 
Remember tis thy neighbor worm, 
Thy brother, or thy son. 

Oh! pass not, pass not heedless by 
Perhaps thou canst redeem 

The breaking heart from misery, 


lot with him. 


Go, share thy lot wi 


-_ mo. 


one 


